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INFLUENTIAL ANALYSIS SHOWS VAST STATE UNDERCOUNT B1 


‘There’s a lot of sadness that we're not able to honor the fallen.’ 


PAUL MONTI, speaking of the canceled display of flags at National Cemetery in Bourne 


PHOTOS BY CRAIG F. WALKER/GLOBE STAFF 


Paul Monti, amid mementos of his son Jared, a Medal of Honor recipient who was killed in Afghanistan in 2006. 


On this somber day, families of 
the fallen to remember in private 


Paul Monti displayed his son’s Army boots at his home in Raynham. 


By Brian MacQuarrie 
GLOBE STAFF 

Paul Monti of Raynham will visit the 
National Cemetery in Bourne this Memo- 
rial Day and place a flag at the grave of his 
son Jared, an Army sergeant who died in 
2006 while trying to rescue a wounded 
comrade in Afghanistan. 

The trip is always emotional for Monti, 
whose son received the Medal of Honor, 
but this year’s visit won’t bring the same 
comfort the 73-year-old usually finds at 
the veterans cemetery on the holiday. 

It’s Memorial Day during a pandemic, 
and the campaign that Monti started in 
2011 to place flags at each of the ceme- 
tery’s 77,000 graves has been canceled. 

“There’s a lot of sadness that we’re not 
able to honor the fallen,” he said. “This 
project is very near and dear to my heart.” 

Similar to the changes at the National 
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Holiday weekend draws crowds, warnings 


By Curt Anderson 
and Brian Mahoney 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — 
The Memorial Day weekend 
marking the unofficial start of 
summer in the United States 
meant big crowds at beaches 
and warnings from authori- 
ties Sunday about people dis- 


regarding the coronavirus so- 
cial-distancing rules and risk- 
ing a resurgence of the 
scourge that has killed nearly 
100,000 Americans. 
Sheriff’s deputies and 
beach patrols tried to make 
sure people kept their dis- 
tance from others as they 
soaked up the rays on the sand 


and at parks and other recre- 
ation sites around the country. 

In the Tampa area along 
Florida’s Gulf Coast, the 
crowds were so big that au- 
thorities took the extraordi- 
nary step of closing parking 
lots because they were full. 

On the Sunday talk shows, 
Dr. Deborah Birx, coordinator 


of the White House coronavi- 
rus task force, said she was 
“very concerned” about scenes 
of people crowding together 
over the weekend. 

“We really want to be clear 
all the time that social dis- 
tancing is absolutely critical. 
And if you can’t social dis- 

MEMORIAL DAY, Page A6 


A day of reflection 


Monday: Mix of clouds, sun. 
High 63-68, low 54-59. 
Tuesday: Warmer, some sun. 
High 76-81, low 61-66. 
High tide: 1:29, 2:09. 
Sunrise: 5:14. Sunset: 8:09. 
Comics and weather, D5-6. 
Obituaries, C7. 


Thousands of Hong Kong pro- 
testers, in the largest antigov- 
ernment mobilization in 
months, were met with tear 
gas, pepper spray, and arrests. 
A2. 
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At Bird-a-thon, he was seeing red 
while stalking the green heron 


By Billy Baker 
GLOBE STAFF 

I’d just like to start by apologizing to 
green herons everywhere. I should not 
have said that thing about how if I ever 
actually laid eyes on one of you, I would 
want you to be breaded and sizzling in a 
pan of hot oil. 


That was the quarantine talking. That 


was the isolation and loneliness. That 
was the pain that had already driven a 
man to make the dangerous descent from 
being a “birder” — which is bad enough 
— to a “competitive birder.” 

I knew it was a bad idea when Mass 
Audubon offered me the chance to com- 
pete in its Bird-a-thon. I’d seen it for my- 
self last year when I covered the competi- 
tion, all these teams of grown men and 
women racing around the state, frantical- 
ly trying to see or hear as many species of 
birds as they could in 24 hours. 

I saw the lies they told themselves to 
justify the addiction; the desperation 
in their eyes as they searched trees 
and ponds and roofs and wires with 

binoculars that cost as much as a 
midsized aircraft; the half-hearted 
way they’d say, “It’s a fund-raiser.” 
But here’s the saddest part: I was 
jealous. There, I said it. I was jealous 
of the bird nerds. It was hard to 
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CHURCHES REOPEN, FITFULLY 51 


Retailers face 
stark realities 


as they 


Restrictions, shift 
in shopping habits 
cloud the picture 


By Janelle Nanos 
GLOBE STAFF 

Nine weeks after Governor 
Charlie Baker shut down all 
nonessential businesses in an 
effort to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, Massachusetts re- 
tailers will begin reopening 
their doors on Monday to offer 
curbside pickups to shoppers. 

Or at least that’s the plan. 

“Yeah, we'll be rolling Stein- 
way grands out to the curb for 
people to pick up,” Jerome Mur- 
phy, treasurer of the M. Steinert 
& Sons piano stores, joked on 
Friday. 

While Murphy does have 
smaller electric keyboards that 
he’s more than happy to fit into 
a trunk, he’s one of thousands 
of retailers throughout the state 
who are returning to their reg- 


reopen 


isters for the first time in weeks, 
only to face a dramatically al- 
tered retail landscape. 

US consumer habits have 
shifted significantly, with e- 
commerce sales jumping 49 
percent in April after shutdown 
restrictions were issued 
throughout the country, accord- 
ing to Adobe’s Digital Economy 
Index. Many of the biggest re- 
tailers saw the biggest gains: 
Walmart’s online sales jumped 
74 percent, Target’s were up 
114 percent, and Wayfair has 
seen its stock price surge 24 
percent as stir-crazy shoppers 
eagerly update their abodes. 

But the economic realities 
that affect retail sales are just as 
stark: Massachusetts’ jobless 
rate reached 15.1 percent in 
April, and since mid-March, the 
state has received 1.23 million 
claims for unemployment assis- 
tance. Major retailers Neiman 
Marcus, JCPenney, and J.Crew 
have filed for bankruptcy pro- 
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Store manager Tanisha Gray (foreground) and owner 
Jennifer Hill of Blackstone’s of Beacon Hill worked on 
preparing the store for customer pickups. 


Sites, salons will 
be part of contact 
tracing network 


By Matt Stout 
and Dasia Moore 
GLOBE STAFF 

As they get the green light 
to reopen their doors Monday, 
barber shops, car washes, zoos, 
and white-water rafting com- 
panies are being tasked with 
another job: Help provide eyes 
and ears for the state’s contact 
tracers. 

Among the rules a slew of 
businesses must follow during 
the first phase of Governor 
Charlie Baker’s reopening plan 
is keeping a log of customers 
who cycle through their doors 
and sites. The protocol affects a 
grab bag of industries, from 
fishing charters and mountain- 
side zip lines to botanical gar- 
dens and nature centers, all of 
which are allowed to return to 
business Monday. 


Coronavirus in Mass. 


The goal, state officials say, 
is to create a record that could 
help local boards of health 
track down those who came in 
close contact with a person in- 
fected with COVID-19 and who 
had visited the business. The 
Baker administration has said 
it’s also committed $44 million 
to an ambitious tracing pro- 
gram that, according to state 
officials, has so far made con- 
tact with 40,000 people sick- 
ened with the disease. 

But the new guidelines offer 
a view into how even our 
slightest of movements, from 
getting a haircut to having 
your minivan cleaned, could 
begin to be tracked as the state 
reemerges from its self-im- 
posed economic hibernation. 

Exactly what information 
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